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and symptoms of vesical irritation. The diagnosis has hitherto been de¬ 
pendent upon the examination of tufts of the new growth, either passed 
spontaneously, or brought away in the eye of a catheter, and such explora¬ 
tion of the bladder as could be made by palpation, and with the aid of a 
sound. Our author thinks that in these persons, without enlarged prostates, 
it is possible to quite thoroughly examine the bladder with the aid of an 
anassthetic, by inserting one or two fingers into the rectum and pressingthe 
vertex down by the other hand placed upon the relaxed abdominal wall. 
In women, by dilating the short urethra and introducing the finger, it is 
quite easy to bring the whole bladder surface under examination by judi¬ 
ciously exerted pressure. But by the operation under consideration a 
much more satisfactory result can generally be obtained in males. Sir 
Henry Thompson says that a satisfactory examination can always be had 
in these cases, but Messrs. Whitehead and Pollard point out that the fat¬ 
ness of the patient, by increasing the depth of the perineum, enlargement 
of the prostate or unusual narrowness of the pelvic outlet, may seriously 
interfere with the thoroughness of the examination. The authors of the 
pamphlet give instances in which the first and second obstacles were met 
with, and interfered with the thoroughness of the exploration. 

Ten cases are narrated, in six of which a tumour was found and re¬ 
moved, in males by perineal urethrotomy, in females by rapid dilatation of 
the urethra; while in four of the cases no tumour was found, but the 
symptoms were relieved after the urethrotomy. 

In a table at the end of the pamphlet are collected and classified twenty- 
eight cases of tumour of the bladder occurring in males submitted to opera¬ 
tion, of which sixteen recovered, and twelve died within three months. 
Twenty-eight cases of women are tabulated in which the bladder was 
explored through the dilated urethra. In a second table eleven cases are 
given in which the bladder was explored by the aid of urethrotomy, but 
no tumour was found. 

From their analysis of all the cases Messrs. Whitehead and Pollard 
conclude that operations for the removal of new' growths have results 
which compare favourably with any other major operations. Out of 
twenty-nine cases in which the exploration was resorted to in the three 
years previous to their w'riting, a tumour was detected in eighteen. Their 
tables also furnish evidence of the advantage resulting from the operation 
in cases of chronic cystitis, by the drainage secured, and by the facilities 
afforded by it for making stimulating applications to the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the bladder. 

We may safely conclude after a perusal of this pamphlet, as well as of 
other publications, that the operation promises well, and would appear to 
be an important step forward in the healing art. S. A. 


Art. XXV_ Ueber die Knochenbruche bei Geisteskranken. Inaugural 

Dissertation (Heidelberg). Von Dr. Med. Hugo Neumann. 8vo. pp. 
164. Berlin : G. Bernstein, 1883. 

On Fractures in the Insane. Inaugural Dissertation. By Dr. Hugo 
Neumann, etc. 


In undertaking the discussion of this interesting subject, the author of 
the monograph before us calls attention to the varying opinions which 
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have from time to time ruled in regard to it. He is fully aware of the 
difficulty of reaching satisfactory conclusions as to the relative frequency 
of bone-injuries in the insane compared with similarly situated sane people, 
but he has collated a number of cases, and arranged and analyzed them 
in the hope that this would result in making the subject somewhat clearer 
than it was before to those who should follow him. 

It requires no more than that one should accompany him as he arrays 
and studies these cases to become convinced that the difficulties he alludes 
to in his first pages are no imaginary ones, but very real and almost in¬ 
superable. In the persons of the insane and in their surroundings, there 
are many complications which exercise an influence, the exact extent of 
which cannot be estimated, to invalidate the reliability of statistics. Dr. 
Neumann points out the difficulties in the way of a correct diagnosis of 
the injuries which the insane sustain, the ease with which they may escape 
notice, and the impossibility in many cases of attributing them to their 
proper cause. Similar difficulties beset the effort to formulate precise state¬ 
ments in regard to the course and natural issue of fractures in the insane. 
As to the etiology of these fractures, there is a greater uncertainty than pre¬ 
vails in regard to any other aspect of the question. Here writers of dif¬ 
ferent times and nations are diametrically opposed to each other. Those, 
for example, who are devoted to certain methods of management charge 
to their neglect the fractures which occur in the practice of those who differ 
from them in this particular. These, however, are disposed to charge 
such fractures to conditions inherent in the patients. To reconcile opin¬ 
ions so opposed would be impossible. The most that a student of the sub¬ 
ject can do is to try to estimate the degree of prejudice which each brings 
to the presentation of his side of the argument, and steer the middle 
course, which shall prevent his making the error which may be suspected 
in both. 

After attempting to eliminate obvious sources of misapprehension, the 
question arises whether or not the insane are liable more than the sane to 
pathological alterations in the bones which make them easier to break 
than normal. To this question the author replies that so much cannot 
be said to be demonstrated. It is clear, he thinks, that there is a condi¬ 
tion of anomalous innervation dependent upon brain-disturbance, in which 
the tissues of the bones suffer directly, and not mediately through the 
muscular inactivity which is also present. This is the most that he 
feels willing to assert as the result of his studies. At their end he 
modestly says that the small number of observations which they have 
included, together with their frequent deficiency in the particulars bearing 
upon the question before him, permitted nothing more than a preparatory 
effort, to be followed up with surer results by later investigators. His 
own conclusions are summed up as follows : It appears that a proportion 
of fractures in the insane are dependent upon a certain fragility of the bones. 
Diseases of the bones appear in various diseases of the nervous system, as 
well as in psychoses. In regard to fractures appearing in diseases of the 
nervous system, which are relatively infrequent, he adopts the old ex¬ 
pression, “ Neurotic osteomalacia,” and assumes that this condition de¬ 
pends upon disturbances of the nervous system, “ the nature of which can 
only be surmised.” Finally, he indicates his belief that ordinary osteo¬ 
malacia may be the expression of a disease of the nervous system. 

From these conclusions it may be seen how fitting is the modest tone 
of the author’s opening utterances. Nevertheless he has made a valuable 
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contribution to the literature of the subject. Others who may wish to in¬ 
vestigate will find it profitable to ascertain what he has already done, and, 
while some of his lines may be modified, all of them are worthy of study. 
It is a little unfortunate that his style is, so to speak, a little too German— 
that is, too involved. The absence of arrangement of his subject under 
heads is equally unfortunate, while an index would have been a valuable 
aid to his readers. There is a brief table of contents at the wrong end of 
the monograph, where it might easily be overlooked. But—what would 
atone for many greater defects—the work is concluded with an excellent 
bibliography of the subject. C. W. D. 


Art. XXVI— Wharton and Stille’s Medical Jurisprudence. Fourth 

Edition. Three volumes. 8vo., pp. 2330. Philadelphia : Kay & 

Brother, 1882 and 1884. 

We welcome with great pleasure the reappearance of this familiar and 
general favourite medico-legal authority. To external adornment in its 
faultless law binding and admirable typography, it conjoins a mass of 
sound, practical information upon the numerous and diversified topics 
pertaining to legal medicine, that impresses the reader with respect and 
admiration for the learning and ability of its distinguished authors. 

The mere fact of the issue of a fourth edition of so extensive a work 
on Medical Jurisprudence, simultaneously with the appearance of the still 
larger treatise of Dr. Tidy on Legal Medicine, and also of the recent re¬ 
issue of Professor Taylor’s Principles and Practice of Medical Juris¬ 
prudence, shows very conclusively, that there is an increasing appreciation 
of the science of forensic medicine in our own country, and especially of 
the standard authorities of this science. Among the latter, our readers 
need not to be told that Wharton and Stills deservedly occupies, both at 
home and abroad, a foremost rank. 

The present edition, like the last one, comprises three separate and 
distinct volumes. Volume I. is “A Treatise on Mental Unsoundness, 
embracing a General View of Psychological Law.” Its author, Dr. 
Francis Wharton, is well known also as the writer of A Treatise on 
Criminal Law, and on Evidence, etc. His work on Mental Unsoundness 
has for many years been regarded by both the legal and medical profes¬ 
sions, as a standard authority on those most difficult of all cases that come 
before the courts—cases of mental derangement. The author informs us 
that much of this volume has been entirely recast by the omission of some 
old matter, the addition of considerable new material, and by doubling 
the number of cases cited. 

To attempt anything like an analytical notice of this treatise, at pre¬ 
sent, would hardly be expected, although the task would be both an 
agreeable and profitable one to the writer. Doubtless it will receive a 
fitting review in the legal and psychological journals both of this country 
and Europe. We may, however, be permitted to say that every point 
connected with mental unsoundness is handled with a degree of skill and 
completeness which evince the profound learning and research of the 
author. On one subject only, will we venture a passing remark. We are 



